WHAT LURKS BENEATH 


Chapter 14 


TROUT 


4 


Thanks for 
helping me 
decorate. 


‘Course! 


T always like 
an excuse to 
paint. 


I don't think I think they 
I've ever painted turned out pretty 
coconut trees 
before. 


Thope 
Tusk likes it. 


So you and Tusk... 


eT v 


— 
Oh please. SO 


You sound 
like Kelp. 


In loooove?? 


She's just my friend. 


Will her 
kits call you 
"Dad"?- 


Are you and 
Skua a couple?? 
Lm” 


Fair enough, 
I'll drop it. 


Good. 
Help me clean 
up before- 


This is your 
nursery den! 


I thought 
the trees might 
make it feel 
more homey. 


That looks 
pretty cool. 


I'll be right back, 
then we can decide 


what sort of nest 
you want! 


I'm glad you like it! 


ite 


f It's really nice. 


J be) 
It's not “ 
dry yet. 


Good to know. 


We used 
roses and coconut 
milk. =i 


Other murals 


are typically painted } 
with wild berries J 


or mouse blood. But the berries 


/ are poisonous, 
so Hake didn't 


think it'd be safe 
around the 
kittens. 


SS 


Hake is full 
of good ideas, 
isn't he? 


You uh.. 
Don't seem very 
happy to be 


here. 


I don't 
mean to seem 
ungrateful. 


I knew what to 
expect, living as 
a Daisy.. 


But in here... 


... I don't know 
what I'm going to do. 


You can 
always leave, 


I promised 
Hake I'd give it 
an honest try. 


Tf it's too 
much stress to 


be here... 
les And I'm no liar. 


Oh, it's fine 


Part of being Queen 
is listening to the concerns 
of my subjects. 


And I'm one 
of those now.. 


You always 
have been. 


IT probably 
shouldn't be 
dumping my 
problems on 

the Queen. 


Past 
monarchs 
might've 
forgotten that, 
but The Tide 
never has. 


Sure felt like 
a subject while 
I was starving in 
the woods. 


It's been 
difficult to assure 
care for everyone- 


.. I'd say Hake 
has made your life 
considerably "easier"... 


If you prefer 
me to be blunt 


With all 
due respect, 
I don't want to 
hear an overly 
polite excuse 


Daisy life is 
rough, and nothing 
no crab cat has 
done has ever 
made it any 
easier. 


Aye' I do prefer it. 


But he has 
only added... 
other 
problems. 


What do 
you mean- 


ft 


Here are the 
nest options! 


Soft grass, 
Moss, and feathers. 
They're all pretty 
comfortable. 


We can even 
mix them if 
you'd like! 


what is your 
impression of 
Tusk? 


She's probably 
just adjusting. 


.Probably.. 


A bit 
unmannered I guess, 
but she seems alright. 


I wouldn't 
worry about it. 


Are you stupid!? 


What are 
you doing? 


This Daisy 
ate THREE 
fish! 


Who do you think you are! 


Of course 
you knew! 
Hake told you 
the rules! 


at him, 
He's scared 


I'm not 


; | "taking sides", 
You're taking just calm 


is side?? { 
his side?? down. 


Stand up Dai- 


.. Do you have 
aname? 


Well, Quail, 
we have very strict 
rations. Everyone 
can only have two 
meals a day. And you're 
responsible for your 
own hunting, unless 
you work something 
out with another 
cat. 


He was already 
told that before! 


And now he's 
being told again! 


j 


He's been here 
for two days! 


Give him 
a break 


X 
é 


Don't eat more 
than your share 
from now on 


Yes my Queen, 
Thank you. 


You won't even 
cut his meals for 


on 


Thank you for 
volunteering! 


Someone should 
lose their meal. 
Keep it balanced 


The Tide appreciates 
you missing your 
meal tonight. 


Truly, 
your contribution 
is invaluable. 


We can 
share my 
fish, alright? 


Krill still has 
grudges from when 
we were kits. 
He's just going 
to complain louder 
next time 


You know he's 
never going to let 
you forget that 


Well he 
brought it on 
himself. 


This is Krill we're 
talking about. 


I don't think 
he knows what 
‘nice' means. 


And he 
definitely won't 
learn it on 
his own. 


See if I 


Let's go to the 
river and get you 
washed up. 


He needs 
to be nice. 


I'll go talk to 
him after he 
calms down. 


.And do our best to 


avoid Kelp until we 
get there. 


Are you hungry? 
We should go hunting 
before it gets too late. 


You're not just 
avoiding Krill, 
right? 


.. But he's 
probably still 
upset, so I'll 

wait a bit 

longer. 


Very brave and 
inspiring leadership. 


Is that one 
of our Daisys? 


Could you go and 
check the well being of all of 
our new Daisy recruits? 


Just to be sure 
no one has anything 


contagious. T'll seperate 


any sick into their 
own den. 


That's a good call. 


T just hope there's 
nothing serious going 
around. 


Anyway, I was 
thinking mouse sounds 
good- 


My Queen, 
can I speak 
with you? 


Tjust want to know where 
the Daisys are sleeping tonight. 


T know Hake's... 
‘Friend’ has her own 
cave now, 


Do you think we could 
assign them their own 
space until it's gone? 


Their smell will go 
away sooner if they 
share the same dens as 
everyone else. 


But the rest 
were just sleeping 
wherever they 
wanted last night, 
and their smell is 

everywhere.. 


And Gull 
is making sure 
none of them 
are sick, 
so you have 
nothing to 
worry about. 


Tf it really bothers you, 
you can pick out your 
own personal cave 
if you'd like. 


Oh!! 
Okay, thank you! 


Of course not, 
it's just... 


Had I known 
how much everyone 
would complain 
about the Daisus.. 


You'd have let 
them all starve 
in the woods? 


Krill was the 
worst of them, 
but the rest were 
. just as exhausting. 


n 
> hunt. 


He was yelling 
Ito 


What 
happened 
with Krill? 


is dinne 


You shouldn't be punishing 
your subjects. 


You yelled at him? 


You yell at cats all the time, 
you can't tell me- 


.. Yelling is his language. 


And why do you care so much? 
You know he's had it coming. 


You must be fair. 


Be firm with your 
subjects without 
abusing your power. 


I don't doubt he 
was out of line- 


You weren't there! 
He drove that Daisy to 
tears and then he wouldn't 


stop arguing withme! © 


-But you're 
the Queen. 


I don't mean 
to upset you. T just think you 
; need to be careful. 
There is a lot of tension 
in the Family right now. 


I think it would be 
best if you remained 
neutral. 
Be welcoming to the Daisys, 
but don't publicly side with them. 
Cats may get the wrong idea. 


Do you think I 
should of just let 
Krill yell at him? 


qQ VA ... L don't know.. 


—= As you said, 
I wasn't there. 
I can't say what you 
should have done. 


But I think now you 
should try to make ammends 
with Krill. 


.. Lwas planning 
to speak with him 
again... But... 


Would you go 
bring him a meal? 
It can be from my share. 


You should do it. 


He likes you better. 


I don't think / \ 
he really wants \ | SS Trout, this gesture 
to see me yet. ; vy S should come from 
b ) S the Queen. 


Sturgeon I have 
been bothered by cats 
all day today. 
Treally don't want 
to end my evening with 
another Krill conversation. 


You look down. 
Still thinking about Krill? 


ao 


Be hor 


. L wouldn't have 


suggested it to 
The Tide if I 
were King. 


It's strange having them around. 


And I can't say them being here puts me at ease. 


But like I said earlier.. 
It was probably the right 
thing to do. 


.. But it 
feels like a 
mistake.. 


Maybe I should have 
given it more thought. 
Maybe there was 
option that I overlooked- 


Well now 
you're giving it 
too much thought. 


It's not like you 
can banish them all 
back to the woods. 


I'mj 
I've m 


Not everyone. 


She is choosing to forgive 
your outburst from earlier and 
has decided to take on your 
punishment herself. 


You should be sure 
to thank her the next 
time you see her. 


